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About RUJ
RUJ makes the very clear distinction between sex
work and sex trafficking. RUJ also recognizes that
people engage in the sex industry for various
reasons ranging from choice to circumstance to
survival to coercion, and that the reasons a person is
engaged in the sex industry can vary over time. RUJ
believes that people currently in, or who have been
in, the sex industry are the best people to lead the
conversation, always. The only way to understand
the nuanced needs of people in the sex industry is to
listen to them directly.
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About RUJ
RUJ (pronounced "rouge"/rooj) is an acronym for Red
Umbrella Justice.

Mission: RUJ exists to fill a gap in Milwaukee where
there are a lack of resources and spaces dedicated to sex
workers' rights that don't simultaneously view sex workers
as trafficked, exploited, victims of society, or as needing to
be rescued.

Vision: RUJ aims to decrease the stigma, discrimination,
and other manifestations of oppression towards sex
workers in the Milwaukee area through community
education and anti-stigma work, harm reduction and self-
care education for sex workers, legal education and
outreach, and most importantly direct action where needed.
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In Solidarity with the National Prison Strike
Incarcerated folks have refused to work, shutting down prisons. In conversations on
trafficking and forced labor the discussion of incarcerated individuals forced to work
by the government is strangely absent.
Locally this strike effects MSDF (Milwaukee Secure Detention Facility).

Some facts from closemsdf.org:
• 66% of the people held in MSDF identify as black compared to 7% of the people in

WI.
• Most people in MSDF are there on crimeless revocations (meaning a parole or

probation violation, but no crime committed).
• There is no direct sunlight, no air conditioning, and no outdoor recreation. The

current operating capacity is 1,040, but it was designed to closer to 400 people. To
accomodate overcrowding, they started putting two or three people in cells
designed for one.

• Prisoners at MSDF spend more than 20 hours a day (some up to 23) in their cells. In
triple-bunked cells, one person has to sleep on the floor beside the toilet in a pull
out "boat" stored under the bunk bed. Disease runs rampant and
healthcare–especially mental health treatment–is totally inadequate. At least 17
people have died inside MSDF since it was built in 2001.

Go to closemsdf.org to sign the petition to close down MSDF and see why it's so
important, what the alternatives are, and how you can get involved.
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Porn ≠ Sex Ed
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https://youtu.be/96t5RNSvC5I



What is Sex Work?
• Sex work is the exchange of sex or sexual services for

anything of value (money, food, clothing, housing,
drugs, gifts, discounted services, any survival needs,
etc.).

• Sex work is a voluntary form of labor.
• Sex work is a consensual transaction between adults.
• Not all sex workers identify with the term or even

acknowledge what they do as sex work.
• Sex work IS NOT:

▪ Most forms of Sex Education
▪ Calling yourself a "heaux"
▪ Trafficking
▪ Necessarily any more “high-risk” than sex that is

not exchanged for drugs, money, etc.
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Types of Sex Work
▪ Stripping/Exotic Dancing
▪ Camming
▪ Street-Based Sex Work
▪ Nude Modeling
▪ Escorting
▪ Acting in Porn
▪ Survival Sex Work
▪ Dominatrix Work
▪ Fetish Work
▪ Sugaring
▪ PSO/Phone Sex Operating
▪ Sensual Massage
▪ Burlesque
* People can engage in more than one type of sex work at a
time. Lauren B., Davette Baker, Virgil Duvalier, Marie Kelly, Elsbeth Reese



What is Trafficking?
• Trafficking is the exploitation of another person

through force, fraud, or coercion (emotional, financial,
psychological, or physical). Trafficking and sex work
are often conflated, especially by legislators and many
anti-trafficking groups, but they ARE NOT the same
thing.

• All forms of forced labor.
• Other forms of labor trafficking occur at higher rates

than sex trafficking globally. 24.9 million people are
forced into trafficking worldwide. 64% are forced into
labor, 19% are sexually exploited, 17% are forced into
state imposed labor. (Source: International Labor Organization, 2017;
HumanRightsFirst.org, 2017)
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What is Trafficking?
• Signs of trafficking are similar to signs of abuse:

• Person shows signs of exhaustion, malnourishment, and/or
fearfulness.

• Person isn't being paid, is being paid very little, doesn't get to
keep money, and has to work excessive hours.

• Person is always closely guarded or supervised, person is not
allowed to speak or speak much, person is not allowed to leave
premises. Kept from speaking to friends and family.

• Person doesn't have access to personal documents (ID, passport,
visa, social security card, etc.).

• Don’t assume that simply because someone in the sex
industry is being abused, that they are being trafficked.

• Someone in the sex industry may need help getting out of
an abusive situation but still want or need to continue
doing sex work.
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The 3 C's
▪ Choice - Consents to the work, can leave for other

employment but chooses to stay for various
reasons.

▪ Circumstance - Consents to the work, but wants to
leave or would prefer other work. Needs to stay,
usually for financial reasons.

▪ Coercion - Does not consent to the work. Is being
tricked, manipulated, or forced to work by other
individual(s) or group(s). Also called trafficking.

These "3 C's" exist on a spectrum. People engage in the
sex industry for various reasons along this spectrum
and the reasons someone engages in the sex industry
can change over time. Lauren B., Davette Baker, Virgil Duvalier, Marie Kelly, Elsbeth Reese



The 3 C’s Examples
▪ Ex 1: a sex worker may engage in fssw to help pay for

rent and food, but need to start working with a pimp to
get more clients due to restrictive legislation. That pimp
then forces the sex worker to take more clients than
they'd otherwise need to and/or forces them to take
dangerous clients.

▪ Ex 2: a sex worker does sensual massage and pso, but
would prefer to escort if they had the resources and
there were less societal stigma.

▪ Ex 3:  a person is forced into sex trafficking by having ID
documents withheld and threatened with homelessness
and arrest. Placing ads online gives them a way to
screen clients, make enough money to get away from
their trafficker, live on their own, get new IDs. They
continue doing sex work to help pay bills.
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What is the Mann Act?
• The OG "anti-trafficking" law.
• Created to help prevent "white slavery".

• Plays into why to this day the majority of US anti-
trafficking ads picture cis white women even though they
aren't the majority of trafficking victims.

• Was written by James R. Mann December 21, 1909 and signed
into law by President Taft June 25, 1910.
• "For Mann, the 'white-slave traffic,' 'while not so extensive,

is much more horrible than any black-slave traffic ever
was.'" (Source: MonstrousRegimentofWomen.com, 2016)

• Made it illegal to transport women across state lines for
"prostitution, debauchery, or any other immoral purpose".

• Jack Johnson
• The law was amended by Congress in 1978 and 1986 to

specifically apply to prostitution, illegal sexual activity, and
trafficking of minors and include gender neutral language.
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